PAGE  
9

[image: image2.jpg]ECOTOURISM NETWORK

N’









This newsletter as in the past offers accumulated research on various issues facing East Russia that may have escaped your attention.  All comments made in the newsletter are subjective and should be taken in that manner.  All research information is referenced to the specific sources. The newsletter for easier reading has been divided in several sectors
· Editorial comments
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We provide you with this information to broaden your knowledge about East Russia and to entice you to join us in our efforts to support conservation of East Russia’s natural treasures and at the same time perhaps explore various options to discover for yourself this wonderful region.
This and the past year, we were involved in a UNDP project (www.unkam.ru) on Kamchatka which was coordinated by Martha Madsen, originally form Alaska now living in Yelizovo, Kamchatka. Our involvement was targeted to the development of new marketing approaches to tourism development for the four projected territories of Kamchatka.  The territories included the Kronotsky State Biosphere Preserve, the Yuzhno-Kamchatsky Reserve, and the nature parks of Nalychevo and Bystrinsky.  These areas of Kamchatka offer quite different experiences, but what they have in common is that their natural treasures are unique to the area and quite unknown outside of Kamchatka, or even in other parts of Russia.  

Creating awareness and developing tourism within protected areas of Russia, tends to be complex, both because the status of protected areas within Russia is sometimes unclear and knowledge about ecotourism operations, management and marketing is in general absent.  In a separate article below, we describe some of the issues facing ecotourism development, as we perceive them to be.
As with all development of tourism and specifically with regards to tourism development in East Russia, it is necessary to possess excellent product knowledge, to have the right operational know how and to match the experiences offered with the right marketing sources. And in most of the protected areas on Kamchatka, except perhaps for Nalychevo Park, which has an experienced staff and management aware of the needs of tourism, knowledge and expertise about tourism management is still very much in its rudimentary stages.  All though significant progress has been made through both the efforts of Martha Madsen (working with UNDP) and Laura Williams (working with WWF/Russia) in this area, a lot of work still needs to be done.  
As within the US, Russia’s government is more interested these days in resource extraction, such as oil and gold mining, then in developing industries that need financial support to blossom, such as tourism development. In addition, most of the revenue gathered from East Russia’s abundant natural resources goes to Moscow with very little left behind for further infrastructural development.  In Kamchatka, for example, which is a growing tourism destination, government favors development of gold mining over investment in tourism development. And in Sakhalin oil development has threatened some of Sakhalin’s most precious marine life and taken away the livelihoods of its indigenous peoples.
Overall, the economy in East Russia is booming and there is plenty of evidence of that in the larger cities of East Russia, such as Khabarovsk and Vladivostok and Yuzhno Sakhalin.  Each city offers a skyline filled with high towering complexes that are obviously geared to those who have money to spend.  Many stores carry luxurious goods that are only for the very wealthy.
One of our previous Russian partners, now living in Canada, who recently visited Sakhalin, said that she felt much safer on the island, that more goods were available everywhere and that life in general had 
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improved significantly. She is thinking about moving back and mentioned that many other Russians who moved abroad for many different reasons are thinking along these same lines.
That same local source in Sakhalin confirms that Sakhalin Island now is a favorite spot for travelers from all parts of Russia for winter sports.  Mountains nearby the main city of Yuzhno-Sakhalin were formerly 

used to train Russian’s Olympic ski team. And in the early days of Russia business development around 1990, the first project Sakhalin offered Westerners was the development of a ski resort on this mountain. 
More and more restaurants, cafes and interesting eating places dot the city landscape, most of them very busy.  ATM’s can be found almost everywhere and it is obvious that everyone is using them from the less 
well off to the very rich. Overall, Russia is joining the rest of the world.  A little bit more chaotic, but nevertheless, consistently going forward. 
A trip to Russia at this time thus is more comfortable.  Hotels in the bigger cities have enhanced their services including offering different types of business services.  And in the larger towns of Vladivostok, there are a variety of internet cafes.  Russian Art has exploded and it is definitely worthwhile for those interested to visit some of the new art galleries. 
However, it is in nature, where East Russia excels.  Whether it is the most southern beautiful coastline of the Primorsky Krai, the exotic and abundant plant, wild and marine life of the Kurile Islands, the richness of the various cultural traditions of the people living along the Amur River, the azure color of Lake Baikal and the volcanic splendors of Kamchatka, travelers agree, that Russia occupies a unique position.
Added to Russia’s bountiful nature, is the fact that the Russian soul attracts us.  Its warmth, its sullenness sometimes, its contradictions, its brazen audacity, its laughter, its heart felt song and dance, often complete the missing part of our own existence.
So, next time, when you are feeling the urge to travel to a new destination, perhaps you should consider exploring Russia with us!
Sustainable tourism development in Russia and Kamchatka
By Aaltje van Zoelen

Kamchatka tourism has grown by leaps and bounds in the last fifteen years. Its growing pains are those shared with many underdeveloped destinations catching up with global service concepts, marketing its destination to the appropriate travelers and developing tourism concepts in zinc with future trends for nature based destinations.
One of the fastest growing trends in the realm of sustainable tourism is a combination journey that joins the truly exceptional experience of visiting a protected area with a visit to a nearby indigenous community within the borders of the protected areas or close to it.
The people living in these communities are usually poor. They may have previously benefited from some of the natural riches of an adjacent park or reserve, but in most cases these benefits have disappeared and not been replaced.    This situation exists in many of the less developed countries but is more prevalent in Russia, specifically in remote areas such as Kamchatka.
Kamchatka, wild and wonderful, abounds with natural resources.  As part of the Ring of Fire its landscape is dotted with active and dormant volcanoes, some of them occasionally erupting.  Its geological wonders are many and for climbers, hikers and skiers, this is paradise.  As it was a closed area for Russians and foreigners alike before perestroika, and because of its limited road system, the region’s pristine natural abundance has been well preserved.  

At present, though, some of its abundant riches, such as rivers overflowing with some of the most unique species of salmon, are being depleted by poachers. There are those who are professional looters and then there are the poorest of populations who poach just for food or to get a bit of money for their day to day life.

Also Kamchatka’s protected areas as many others in Russia, lack funds for their most basic needs, such as staffing, transportation, salaries, etc.  One of the ways to overcome the present lack of funding has been to develop ecotourism. As the main task of protected areas is to protect and preserve their natural resources, management and staff in many cases already overworked, are not that excited about adding 
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additional responsibilities in a field they know little about.  And perhaps from a scientific point of view they may feel strongly that ecotourism development might harm the area they are dedicated to protect.  

Local tour operators in the meantime, are frustrated because they are very much aware of marketing trends and what their present travelers now and in the future would like to experience.  They are caught 
in a quagmire, so to speak, as protected area management tells them they have no experience to operate in the park and thus they cannot offer trips within the park to their travelers.  The local communities also do not yet have sufficient skills to offer the right interpretation or accommodations and hospitality at the sophisticated level that ecotourism travelers expect. 
Overall there is a feeling of scarcity and a strong desire to protect one’s own livelihood. And this is not going to work in our global world.  There are many destinations now offering authentic experiences including involvement by local people and activities in pristine nature. People within these more evolved destinations have learned that cooperation is the road to sustainable wealth.

Some one has written that Russia lacks a Civil Society.  Coming out of Soviet times where the State took care of everything, people have not yet adopted the attitude that they are responsible for their own livelihood and environment.  While certainly in the US, the Federal Government has played a large role in the establishment of National Parks and still provides a very effective system of operation, planning and management, the role played by the general public continues to be very effective and extremely important.  

Around most of the protected areas, volunteer groups have been formed supporting in many ways the sustainability of the park.  They do this by highlighting their park’s uniqueness, offering programs lead by specialists for interested people, organizing work shops that highlight specific species and overall providing the parks with additional funding.  All of these activities, of course, are organized with the assistance of park management, as they know that this can only be a win-win situation for all.

The work with local communities is usually a bit more complicated and yet a necessity.   Not working together creates conflict and boasts negative behavior. Where scarcity is actively felt, solutions need to be to found for alternative ways to create sufficiency. One of those ways is actively looking for opportunities which exist and carefully work with the community to develop the means and the wherewithal to bring these efforts to fruition.  Again active cooperation is a must and there is no way any one can survive by sticking their heads in the sand.

One of the most successful ways to finance these types of projects has been shown in Africa, where micro funding has made an enormous difference in backing small home grown businesses. Home grown businesses may support housing visitors of the nearby park, serving as local guides within the parks where programs are offered based on their cultural traditions.  They may make products of local berries that are sold with part of the funds generated going to the park.  They may also make local souvenirs that bear the name of the protected areas.
It is not that programs such as this have not been tried within Kamchatka, they have with the results visible in Esso.  But even so, the lack of cooperation, for example between the local communities and the Bystrisnky Nature Park are a well known fact.  Both entities are supported by a network of organizations provided funding, yet, mutual support between the entities themselves is severely lacking.
There is also a lack of expertise on part of the protected area management in dealing with local or global guests who need diverse approaches to the assimilation of information provided by the park.  Most tourism companies have through the years learned how to be gracious hosts to their travelers.  So one of the best ways all parties could cooperate is for the protected areas management to host the tour operators and acquaint them with the park features.  After all the tour operators work within large global areas and they could be excellent ambassadors for the protected areas.  In this manner, they augment the protected area’s capacity to deal with both local and international guests, highlight the protected areas uniqueness and perhaps interest global visitors to contribute to its conservation and protection.  

It is clear that in order to create a more favorable environment for sustainable tourism in Kamchatka; new models are needed stressing cooperation and communication between all local partners.
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Conservation in East Russia
Get involved as a volunteer with Nalychevo Nature Park on Kamchatka

Nalychevo Nature Park (Kamchatka, Russia) in cooperation with PR Naturetours (Germany) will be hosting an international summer camp for University students and others interested in a learning experience in the sphere of ecology, geology, geography, biology and landscape design. The dates of the camp are: August 17 –September 06 2007.  Participants will be involved in field work with a biologist and volcanologist.  These combined activities will create enhanced knowledge about Kamchatka’s nature and its geological processes.  Participants also will be able to explore Nalychevo and the Yuzhno-Kamchatsky Nature parks, meet with representatives of Kamchatka’s global ecological funds (WWF, UNDP) and experience Kamchatka protected wilderness areas.
For more details contact: Nalychevo Nature Park: park@mail.kamchatka.ru   

WWF- Tidbits

Modified: Dec 2006 - Started: Sep 1999 
Marine Biodiversity Conservation on Sakhalin Island

Marine ecosystems of the Sea of Okhotsk around the Sakhalin Island are highly productive and biologically diverse. They give home to such rare species... » Read more
Modified: Oct 2006 - Started: Dec 1993 

Protection of Siberian Tiger Habitat

Intense poaching and habitat loss are seriously threatening the survival of Siberian tigers in the wild. This project seeks to conserve tigers » Read more
Modified: Jan 2006 - Started: Jan 2004 
Reducing Seabird Bycatch in the West Bering Sea

Seabird by catch caused by long-line fishing creates serious threat to such rear species as Short-tailed albatross and other less endangered species.  » Read more
Modified: Jan 2006 - Started: Jul 1997 
Establishing Two Nature Parks in Kamchatka

The aim of this project is to develop a proposal for the creation of a two new nature parks on Kamchatka. The Kamchatka Peninsula with adjoining seas... » Read more 
Summer Environmental Exchange
The Tahoe-Baikal Institute's Summer Environmental Exchange (SEE) is an experiential, place-based educational program focusing on watershed conservation, sustainable development, and cultural exchange at Lake Baikal in Russia and at Lake Tahoe in the USA. Up to eighteen young environmental leaders from North America, Russia, will study environmental science and policy, enjoy the beauty of two great lakes, and make friendships to last a lifetime as part of the Tahoe-Baikal Institute's 17th annual Summer Environmental Exchange.
The Tahoe-Baikal Institute also was involved in putting together a brochure about ecotourism development around Lake Baikal, which can be found on the www.tahoebaikal.org Web Site 
Siberian Tiger Project
Approximately 330-370 adult Siberian or Amur tigers are left in the wild, with 95% of these animals in the Russian Far East.  Since 1992, the Wildlife Conservation Society's Hornocker Wildlife Institute has conducted intensive studies of tiger ecology in cooperation with the Sikhote-Alin Zapovednik. The area has a unique assemblage of large carnivores, which includes tigers, brown bears, Asiatic black bears, wolves, wolverine, and Eurasian lynx. Because sound conservation recommendations can only be made with well-
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founded knowledge, through scientific studies we seek to provide a comprehensive picture of the ecology of the Amur tiger, and the role of tigers in the Sikhote-Alin ecosystem.  By capturing and outfitting tigers with radio collars, we have been able to study their social structure, land use patterns, food habits, reproduction, mortality patterns and their relation with other inhabitants of the ecosystem, including humans.  http://forests.org/articles/reader.asp?linkid=66289
Siberia-Crane conservation project 
Officials from China, Iran, Kazakhstan and Russia met and finalized a project to preserve the endangered Siberian crane at a seminar held recently in Moscow, the deputy head of the Department of Natural Environment and Bio-diversity said. 
The English language newspaper `Iran Daily', quoting Delavar Najafi, said the gathering was aimed at assessing the Siberian Crane Wetland Project as well as establishing a flyway network for Siberian cranes and other waterfowls in states traversed by these migratory birds.

Najafi explained that the four countries have joined hands in the UNEP/GEP Siberian Crane Wetland Project (SCWP) to conserve these endangered waterfowls. 

The official mentioned that two protection sites stationed in Fereydoun Kenar in Mazandaran province and Bouchaq in Gilan province have been designated for implementation of the project to preserve Siberian cranes and other waterfowls. 

He said that the 2007 project includes programs to increase awareness and involve local communities, NGOs and fishing cooperatives in the preservation as well as management of habitats of these endangered species. 

The project, which began in 2003, aims to rebuild the population and habitats of the waterbird species estimated to number approximately 4,000 in the wild. 

The accomplishments of the SCWP and related projects include a 100,000 hectare extension of a Siberian crane breeding reserve in Kazakhstan, a major exhibition in western Siberia, Russia, a crane monitoring and aerial surveys in China and an increase in penalties for killing Siberian cranes in Iran from USD 6,000
http://www.wcs.org/international/Asia/AsiaProjectsList


	


	 
	Mapping High Conservation Value Forests of Primorsky Kray, Russian Far East. (2006 - 25 pages) Mapping less disturbed forest tracts, floodplain and bottomland ecosystems of intact river basins, naturally rare and unique forest communities, and rare and endangered plant species habitats -- to aid regional conservation strategies. English Summary: D. E. Aksenov; Contributors to the English text: L. Laestadius, V. Roshchanka, S. Minnemeyer; Edited by: I. Munilla. 


http://www.wri.org/biodiv/project_description2.cfm?pid=58
In the southern tip of East Russia, not far from Vladivostok, the last 400 Amur Tigers and 45 Amur Leopards roam the forests.  Tigris Foundation, a Dutch organization founded in 1996, is dedicated to the survival of these endangered cats. Tigris Foundation is involved in the development of conservation projects and raises funds for their implementation.  We keep our overhead costs very low. More then 90% of all donations are channeled directly to our projects in Russia. For more information go to www.tigrisfoundaiton.nl
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Igor Shpilenok from Bryansk, Russia is a winner in this year’s Shell Wildlife Photographer of the Year Competition

His winning image will appear in the Shell Wildlife Photographer of the Year exhibition at the Natural History Museum

Media Preview: 19 October 2006, 10.00–13.00
Exhibition open to the public: 21 October 2006 – 29 April 2007

Still life and bear by Igor Shpilenok has won the Urban and Garden Wildlife category in this year’s Shell Wildlife Photographer of the Year Competition. This startling image of a bear peering through a cabin window was selected from more than 18,000 entries in the world’s largest and most prestigious wildlife photographic competition.


http://www.conservationphotography.net/Members/Member_News/Igor_Shpilenok.htm
It might not be a well known fact but Laura Williams, the wife of Igor is a prolific writer and the head of the WWW/Russia Kamchatka Office.  Laura is a frequent contributor of articles for Russian Life, a magazine focusing on Russia.  You can order back issues featuring these articles from Russian Life at www.russianlife.net.  The most recent issue features a wonderful story of country life in Russia (March/April 2007); “Kamchatka” in the Jul/Aug 2007 issue and “Bears on Kamchatka” in the Nov/Dec 2007 issues. 
Tourist Complex to be built in Moneron
Sakhalin Times 

Moneron Island, which is Russia’s only natural marine park, will have a tourist complex. Sakhalin Governor Ivan Malakhov gave formal approval for the island to be removed from the list of restricted areas, allowing a request from the tourism lobby and the Orthodox Church, which wants to build a retreat on the island. Sakhalin Duma deputies also support the initiative to build the tourist complex. The island is known for its bio-diversity and offers rare fauna including the Moneron Shrew and Japanese Cormorant. In a bid to preserve the ecological balance of the island, only 26 people will be allowed on the island at one time. “The tourist centre is for high-value tourism and it will ensure good revenues from tourism,” Mr Malakhov added. 

Sakhalin Taimen nearing extinction
The Sakhalin Taimen, a salmonid fish inhabiting the waters off Sakhalin and Hokkaido, is facing extinction, a group of U.S. and Russian experts said this week. The group estimates the population of the fish in major habitats in Sakhalin has decreased by 98 percent to 99 percent in the last three or four decades. It warned the situation will deteriorate further due to the Sakhalin II project and dam construction projects as well as water contamination in Hokkaido.

The Sakhalin Taimen is on the endangered species lists of the Russian Environment Ministry and the Hokkaido Government. Authorities have taken no significant measures to protect the fish and have not imposed effective restrictions on catch levels, prompting the experts to advocate protective measures. “It is necessary for the protection of the Sakhalin Taimen to ensure conservation of the environment in rivers” from their headwaters to their mouths, said Kaneaki Edo of the Japanese Huchen Conservation Network.  For more information and to support conservations efforts please go to www.wildsalmon.org
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Tourism Policy Updates
All though, of course, we support the fact that Russian tourism companies now have to carry higher amounts of liability insurance, it also eliminates some of the competition, not always to the benefit of the traveler.  We attended a conference on regional tourism in Khabarovsk in the beginning of October, where the main issue of discussion was liability insurance for tourism companies in Russia.  East Russia’s tourism companies tend to be smaller then those in Moscow, because of the remoteness of the region and its tendency towards operating nature based tourism.  The proposal offered by Russia’s Tourism Council was for each tourism company to deposit a large sum of funds in the bank in the beginning of each year, to offset any potential liability claims.  This sum of money tends to be equal to what most of these tourism companies might receive as tourism income annually, not profit.    In addition, trust in Russian banks is minimal. This move moves tourism operations from smaller tourism companies to those who have abundant resources.  Most of those are either government owned or companies in Moscow or St. Petersburg.  Not only are tourism companies from the western part of Russia, largely unaware of the Far East regions, they also do not have the local contacts which are a necessity in operating in East Russia regions.
In addition, Vladivostok and Kamchatka have become again, restricted areas, which means that visitation to each city or protected area within these territories requires that the destination is mentioned on the visa.  For many years now, all one had to have the entry and exit city on the visa, although certain areas were definitely off limits. These types of restrictions, of course, are more ways in which to restrict tourism development.
Tourism Infrastructure Updates and New Travel Opportunities
Filmmakers of German TV first channel arrived in Vladivostok on Sunday 

VLADIVOSTOK, January 28, vladivostoktimes.com 
Filmmakers of the ARD German television channel arrived in Vladivostok on Sunday, January 28. They are filming a documentary on the Trans-Siberian railway with support from Russian Railways, the nationwide railroad operator, said Alexander ARTAMONOV, the spokesman for the Vladivostok division of the Far Eastern Railways.

The passenger train "Rossiya" (Russia) was chosen to carry the filmmakers all across the country. The team headed by the director Albrecht REINHARDT has covered the 9,288 kilometers distance from Moscow to Vladivostok in six and a half days changing seven time zones. Filming in Vladivostok started right after the shooting of the arrival of Rossiya at the Transsib terminus.

According to the project managers, this film will be a series of television portraits of interesting people whose lives are somehow connected with the Trans-Siberian railway. Telling of something through ordinary people and looking at things with their eyes is a distinguishing feature of the ARD unique style. The film shot on the railway and its people will be cut into a two-part 90-minute documentary and will be broadcast to viewers of the German ARD channel
New airline connections to the Russian Far East

RAPP’s (Russian American Partnership) newsletter 

Dalavia announces it will launch weekly flights with services Khabarovsk and Petropavlovsk-Kamchatksy-Anchorage starting from April 29, 2007.  Flights are to depart Khabarovsk at 14:00hours on Sundays.  Due to the 19hour time difference and crossing the International Dateline, the return flight will depart on 07:30 hours on Sunday arriving in Khabarovsk at 12:00 on Mondays.  The flight number is H8-321 with return flight h9-322 and Dalavia expects to use s Tupelov-214 aircraft. 

The same articles states that Dalavia may soon have company, as other applications have been filed by Krasnoyarks Airline (Krasair) for the Petropavlovsk-Kamchatksy-Anchorage-Seattle route and Sibir Air for Petropavlovsk-Anchorage and by Sakhalin Air for the Sakhalin-Petroplavlovsk-Anchorage route.
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Expedition and other cruises through the Russian Far East
As the initiator of expedition cruises in the Russian Far East, we are happy to announce that two new companies now are offering cruises through the region.  Based on thorough research of almost two years and consulting with nature protection agencies in Kamchatka, the Kuriles and Sakhalin, Heritage cruises www.heritage-expeditions.com is offering cruises along the Kamchatka Peninsula as well as cruises along the Kurile Islands.  Cruise fares start around $6,000 excluding airfare. 
In addition Poseidon Expeditions a Russian based company offers similar cruises along the Kuriles and the Kommander Islands www.p-expeditions.com.  In addition Clipper Cruise Lines offers two departures this summer from Alaska’s Kenai Peninsula to Kamchatka on July 29th and “Islands of the Russian Far East”, from June 2 through August 8 including Japan, China and Russia on the Cliipper Odyssey. Cruie fares start at $8,620, excluding air fare

Some of the larger cruise lines, such as Holland America and Regent cruise lines now use the stop over in Kamchatka as a way to reposition their vessels fro m the far east to Alaska or vice versa.  Holland America offers a cruise starting on May 3 this year and Regent Cruise lines will call on Kamchatka in the fall. 
Check http://www.theculturedtraveler.com/Archives/DEC2006/Kamchatka.htm for more information about Kamchatka and the Kuriles. 
Accommodation News
Hotel Versailles has new owners, who seriously are considering renovation efforts in cooperation with a famous Italian architect.  Renovation efforts will commence this summer, but will not interrupt the services in the hotel it self. Also the Sun Hotel a popular property in Irkutsk, has been bought by an oil company with no news yet, how this affects its operations. 
Hotel Victoria, a renovated property in Irkutsk has opened this February.  This is good news as most of them were hotels are located in the suburbs requiring guests to use alternative transportation to get to the city.  The only hotels that are within the city are the Angara and Intourist which are not known for exemplary service. 
The Victoria Hotel is a 6-story hotel and includes 30 guest rooms.  13 standard rooms, 14 upgraded rooms and 3 studio rooms. There are two restaurants serving Russian, Siberian and Italian cuisine. There is a bar in the hotel, an excellent security system and access to the internet and satellite T<.  The hotel is located at B. Khmelnitskogo Street 1, in Irkutsk, telephone: 7-3952-792882

New hotels on Kamchatka 

The first property is located in Paratunka.  Form the outside the property looks fantastic, using wood both in its exterior as well as interior.  However, our guest oriented attitude was kind of taken back with the request upon entrance to remove our shoes.  While this is common upon entering any home in Russia, somehow it strikes us wrong when we have to do the same in a hotel property.  The hotel does offer western style rooms, lots of areas to sit down and talk and a nice, cozy restaurant.  There is also a hot spring fed pool area.  The negatives are that the property is located about 40 minutes out of Yelizovo and about an hour from Petropavlovsk. 

The Antarius Hotel 
Address: Yelizovo Region, Paratunka village, 22 Molchanova St.  

tel: (+7) 909-838-5417, (+7) 909-838-9963, (+7) 909-833-7640

This is a new property located within the Paratunka village about 30 km from Yelizovo.  

30 rooms: 26 twins (one bed), 2 twins (two beds) and 2 suites. All rooms are equipped with telephone, TV, refrigerator and western style bathrooms
We were pleasantly surprised about the below mentioned property in Esso about a ten hour drive from Yelzivo.  Most of the properties in town are B & B’s and small very basic hotels. This property is beautiful, again made with wood.  The owner very proudly showed us the local art that decorates the rooms as well as the public rooms and also we saw that the hotel employs only local workers from Esso.  Our reception 
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was great and the hotel instead of removing our shoes, just asked us to use protective covering.  As this was in the middle of winter, our shoes covered with mud and snow, this seemed appropriate. 

Paramushir Tur Hotel

Owner: Paramushir Tur, Address: Kamchatka Region, Bystrinsky District, Esso, 11,40 Iyet Pobyedy Str., tel: (242) 21-442

Small, cozy modern hotel located in the outskirts of Esso

10 rooms which can be used for both single and double occupancy.   All rooms are equipped with telephone, television and refrigerator and western style bathrooms. 
Wireless internet will be available in spring 2007
An excellent source of information on Kamchatka is the www.kamchatkatourism.com Web Site.  We also have a limited supply of 2006 issues of the Explore Kamchatka magazine in our offices which are available upon request.
New attractions and happenings

Vladivostok has one more unique monument today - to all those killed during Russo-Japanese War 1904-1905. The idea was to memorize 100 years since finishing the War but that just did not happen.  This monument is the only one to this war in Russia. It is on Svetlanskaya St. near Lutheran Church and Pacific Fleet Museum. 
A new Vladivostok Orthodox Cathedral is under construction.  It is located near the Central Park.  The church has been blessed by the Russian Patriarchy. Plans are to finish construction by Orthodox Easter (beginning of April). 

But the main news under discussion in Vladivostok today is the APEC-2012 Summit in Vladivostok. This is one of President Putin’s ideas and projects. He intends to turn the Russian Far East into a fast growing area and to make Vladivostok the third capital city of Russia. Russky Island was chosen as the territory for holding APEC-2012. Vladivostok is supposed to receive about 4 billion dollars in federal funds. The construction of the bridge over Zolotoi Rog Bay (Golden Horn Bay) is planned to start this year and will soon be followed by construction of another bridge to Russky Island. Several 5 star hotels will be built on the island as well as restaurants and conference halls. Vladivostok will also construct a new airport that will be able to accommodate 50 planes per hour. There will be a new highway from the airport to the city and more road construction within the town.

A territory near Vladivostok was chosen as one of four casino territories of Russia. The idea of the Russian government is to forbid gambling overall in Russia except in four zones.  This means that there will be a Far Eastern Las Vegas established in 2008 near the airport facing Ussurisky Bay.  
Restaurants

A new restaurant just opened in Vladivostok.  The name is Grant Café, located on the fourth floor at the Marine Terminal, serving Russian and European cuisine.  

The positive points are that the restaurant can seat over 100 people and there are excellent restrooms, always a plus.  Besides that there is an excellent view of the bay.  The negative part of the new restaurant is that there is neither elevator nor lifts that can bring guests to the fourth floor, stairs only.

All information about Vladivostok is provided by Olga Bekhtereva bekht@iacp.dvo.ru  Another excellent source for additional information about Vladivostok is  www.discoveryclub.info.
We hope this newsletter serves to entice you to visit East Russia.  And as always we are open to receive your questions, your requests, etc.  Please remember this update is provided to you courtesy of World Wise Ecotourism Network.
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